Is Your Small Home
Secretly Dangerous
for Your Pet?

10 hidden dangers — and the 2-minute
fixes that keep your pet safe

For cats, dogs, rabbits, birds, ferrets & small pets living in small homes
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Small home, big love...
and a few hidden risks

We've lived across Europe and the UK in studios, flats and shared homes — with dogs, cats,
rabbits, guinea pigs and even an aquarium. One thing we learned fast: in a small home,
everything is closer. The cooker is two steps from the bird cage. Cables run along the floor
where the rabbit hops. The open window is right above your cat's favourite sofa.

That doesn't make small homes bad for pets — far from it! It just means a few everyday
things deserve a second look. This guide walks you through the 10 dangers we see most
often, and the quick fixes that make them safe.

How to use this guide
The danger Why it matters The 2-minute fix
What to look out for, room by What can happen — and Simple changes you can make
room. which pets are most at risk. today.

Good to know: this guide shares practical, everyday tips from pet owners. It isn't a substitute for advice from a vet.
If you think your pet has swallowed something, eaten something toxic or been hurt, call your vet straight away.
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Windows &
balconies

Sunny windows are every pet's favourite
spot — and the place where small-home

g

accidents happen fastest. “We love a sunny window... just not a
tilted one!” — the cats

Tilt-and-turn windows

WHY IT MATTERS

When a window is tilted open, cats often try

2-MINUTE FIX

e Never leave a window tilted when your

to squeeze through the gap at the top. They cat is home alone

can slide down into the narrow V-shaped

. . e Fit a tilt-window guard (a simple mesh
opening and get trapped, which can cause o
. L or grille insert).
serious injuries.

e Air the room by opening the window
fully for a few minutes while you're

there.
Atrisk: Cats Ferrets

A

¢ ) Open windows & balconies

@

WHY IT MATTERS

Pets don't judge heights well. A bird or a
noise outside is enough to make a cat leap,

2-MINUTE FIX

e Put a cat-safe net or screen on windows

and the balcony.
and falls from windows and balconies are
e Close windows before letting a bird out

common in flats. A bird flying free can be )
of its cage.

outside in a second.
e Move chairs and plant pots away from

balcony railings.
Atrisk: Cats Birds Small dogs

Read more on the blog

Are tilt-and-turn windows safe for cats?
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Kitchen &
open-plan living

In a studio the kitchen is never far away —
and neither are the fumes, the heat and the

snacks. “In a studio, your kitchen is my living room
too!” — the parrot

Cooking fumes & hot hobs

WHY IT MATTERS
2-MINUTE FIX

Overheated non-stick pans can release fumes ] ]
e Keep birds far from the kitchen, and

that are very dangerous for birds, and in a .
y g never heat an empty non-stick pan.

studio the kitchen and the cage share the

i . e Open a window or switch on the hood
same air. Cats who jump on worktops can .

. . every time you cook.
burn their paws on a hob that is still hot.

e Keep pets out while you cook, and use a

hob cover.
At risk: Birds Cats
.|| Food within reach
WHY IT MATTERS
2-MINUTE FIX

Chocolate, grapes and raisins, onions, garlic, o ) )
] . ) e Use a bin with a lid that clicks shut.
avocado and anything sweetened with xylitol

e Clear plates straight away — no food

(found in some sugar-free gum) can be toxic
left on low tables.

to pets. In a small kitchen, a low bin or a plate
e Stick a short “not for pets” food list on

the fridge for guests.

on the coffee table is easy to reach.

Atrisk: Dogs Cats Rabbits Birds

Read more on the blog

Can you keep a bird in a studio with an open kitchen?
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Air, cleaning &

plants

Small rooms fill up fast — with fresh scents,

cleaning sprays and leafy plants.

“My nose is very close to your freshly -
cleaned floor!” — Luna

o Cleaning products, candles & diffusers

WHY IT MATTERS

In a small home, sprays, scented candles and

2-MINUTE FIX

e Move your pet to another room while

essential-oil diffusers fill the air fast. Some .
you clean, and open a window.

essential oils are toxic to cats and birds, and

o Letfl dry fully bef Lk
cleaner left on wet floors ends up on paws — t:‘ QOFS Gy IHLY RETOTE pawsweik on
em.
and then in mouths.

e Skip essential-oil diffusers where your
pets live, and keep products in a closed

cupboard.
Atrisk: Cats Birds Rabbits
[
o Toxic houseplants
WHY IT MATTERS
2-MINUTE FIX

Plants make small homes feel alive, but some )
o e Check every plant before you buy it.
are harmful. Lilies are extremely dangerous

for cats: even a little pollen or vase water can 2 (S EEEL UL SICRH B

. . calathea, Boston fern or parlour palm.
cause kidney failure. Pothos, monstera and P P

peace lily can irritate mouths and tummies. * No lilies in a home with a cat — not
even in a bouquet.

Atrisk: Cats Dogs Rabbits Birds

Read more on the blog

More practical tips for pets in small homes
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Down at floor

level

Get down to your pet's eye level: that's
where the next two dangers hide.

“If it's on the floor, it's ours. Ask us about
our slipper collection!” — the ferrets

%
y

Cables & chargers

WHY IT MATTERS

Rabbits, ferrets, guinea pigs and puppies love

2-MINUTE FIX

e Cover cables with chew-proof

to chew — and in a small home, cables run . .
protectors or split tubing.

along every wall. Biting through a live cable

e Unplug chargers when you're not usin
can cause burns or an electric shock. - piug charg y g
em.

* Run cables behind furniture or up the

wall, out of reach.
Atrisk: Rabbits Ferrets Puppies

Small things that get swallowed

WHY IT MATTERS

Hair ties, elastic bands, string, socks, earbuds,

2-MINUTE FIX

e Do a 1-minute “floor scan” at pet height

coins and button batteries get lost easily e

in a small space — and are easy to

. ) e Keep a box with a lid for hair ties,
swallow. String and button batteries can be ) )
. . batteries and small bits.
life-threatening.

e Put away sewing kits, building bricks

and toys after use.
Atrisk: Ferrets Cats Dogs Rabbits

Read a real story from our community

The missing slipper collection
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Hidden corners &

the front door

The last two dangers are the ones nobody

thinks about — until it's too late.
“Door open? That's my cue... unless you

have a door routine!” — Peter ¢

Hidden gaps & appliances

WHY IT MATTERS

Small, warm, dark spaces are irresistible: the

2-MINUTE FIX

e Keep washer and dryer doors shut —

drum of a washing machine or dryer, the andllookinside|betarelevervavash

mechanism of a sofa bed or recliner, the gap

e Check bef fold fa bed
behind the fridge. Pets can get stuck or hurt eckbe o.re YOUTToNd ai5ota bed o
. .. close a recliner.
there without you noticing.

e Block the gaps behind appliances and

furniture.
At risk: Cats Ferrets Rabbits
(1) The front door dash
WHY IT MATTERS
2-MINUTE FIX

In many small flats, the front door opens . . i
e Make a “door routine”: pet in another

straight into the living space. A delivery, o v I [apmevey,

a guest or a quick trip to the bins is all it ) ‘ ‘
o Keep ID tags and microchip details up

takes for a pet to slip out onto the stairs or
to date.

the street.
e Remind guests and kids: close the door,

every time.
Atrisk: Dogs Cats Ferrets Rabbits

Ask the community

Got a safety question about your own home? Ask it here
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Your 5-minute

safety checklist

Walk around your home once a month and tick
off each line.

D 1. Tilted windows closed or fitted with
a guard

D 2. Nets or screens on windows and
balcony

O 3. Birds far from the kitchen; no empty
pans heating

O 4. Bin with a lid; no food on low tables

O 5. Cleaning products shut away; no
diffusers near pets

What's next?

Print me & stick me on the fridge

:}: “Tick, tick... safe and sound!” — the 7
' hamster

D 6. Every plant checked — no lilies
anywhere

D 7. Cables covered or out of reach

O 8. Evening floor scan done; small bits
in a box

O 9. Washer and dryer checked before
every use

O 10. Door routine in place; ID details up
to date

Read the blog

Practical tips, real stories and
community answers for pets
in small homes.

pets-in-wonderland.app —

Share your story

Found a danger we missed?
Tell the community how you
made your home safe.

Share your experience —

COMING SOON

The Complete
Pet-Proof Small Home

Our full guide, room by room
and pet by pet. Follow us so
you don't miss it.

Know someone with a pet in a small home? Send them this guide.

¢ Grow with us - @petsinwonderland__ ¥

Everyday tips, not veterinary advice. If your pet is hurt or has swallowed something, call your vet

straight away.
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